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Girls can do anythingé 
features of The Bishop Strachan School Program 

 

To achieve our school mission, our program includes many special features 
and support services to ensure student success. 

 
 Technology and the Curriculum 

 
As a leader in educational technology, The Bishop Strachan School (BSS) continues to seek ways to ensure 
our students have the 21st Century skills they need, full access to a wide range of learning experiences in 
technology through innovative and leading-edge teaching approaches. Students will experience online and 
other technology-based learning opportunities during their years at BSS and develop transferable skills, such 
as critical and independent learning skills in cooperative and discourse-based learning environments. Our 
students take away the digital fluency skills necessary to use technology to gather and evaluate information, 
facilitate communication, plan and carry out research, and to build knowledge independently and 
collaboratively both online and face-to-face. 
 
The Bishop Strachan School teachers work together to seamlessly integrate technology where appropriate in 
the curriculum. In addition to laptops, there is a wide range of other technologies available to students. For 
example, students have access to a 3D rapid-prototyping machine, Computer-Aided Design application, 
digital still cameras, digital video cameras, scanners, graphing calculators, scientific data probes, interactive 
whiteboards, clickers, online learning tools, music composition equipment and a variety of software enabling 
them to edit video and photographs, record their own musical performances, create animations and be 
inventors. Students are encouraged to experiment with technology to enhance their learning, demonstrate 
creativity and design, and develop stronger problem-solving skills. 
 
We have created a connected learning environment where students, parents, educators and the entire 
community have access to technology and are accessible to one another. We are committed to providing 
learning experiences where the context for computer application is authentic and purposeful. We know our 
students are natural speakers of technology.  That is, they are fluent in the language of computers, index, 
internet and electronic technologies and not only enjoy learning through technology, but flourish through the 
innovative ways they experience learning. 
 

 Computer Technology 
 
Students in Grades 9 to 12 use student-owned laptop computers as a tool in their daily programs, and have 
the opportunity to choose options that reflect their interests and develop their technological expertise. 
 
Students in Grades 7 and 8 have access to a variety of technology to use in their classes, including desktops in 
classrooms, as well as class sets of laptops and iPads to develop their 21st Century skills. We have chosen to 
include Digital Literacy as a part of the middle school curriculum because digital technologies are pervasive 
and middle school students, in particular, are immersed in a digital world. To read this world fully and 
successfully and to communicate and create effectively and honestly middle school students need 
opportunities to examine and experiment with digital technologies and investigate how these technologies 
affect communication, information gathering and idea expression. 
 

 Applied Science and Design Technology Lab 
 
A unique and innovative feature of the BSS program is the Applied Science and Design Technology Lab 
where students from Grades 7 to 12 have an opportunity to learn through hands on experiences. In this 
functional and creative learning space, students become imaginative engineers, architects and designers, 
exploring alternative solutions to problems and challenges. They have opportunities to use a variety of 
materials and tools, including CAD and rapid prototyping to design, construct and analyse structures and 
mechanisms. Students also push their skill development through the designing, building and programming of 
robots for international competitions. Different curriculum areas, including math, science, language, business, 
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and art are integrated in this program that is, interactive, and includes cooperative learning strategies and real 
life applications proven to be beneficial for girls.  

 
Girls can love learningé 
enriching the curriculum 

 
 Advanced Placement Program 

 
One of the continuing enrichment opportunities at BSS is the Advanced Placement program. Considered 
excellent preparation for post-secondary education, Advanced Placement courses explore a chosen discipline 
in greater depth and hone the analytical, study, and writing skills required to succeed in university. Although 
the core of most AP courses at BSS parallels the material of the Ontario 4U courses, students take on more 
work and more academic challenges. Since their AP courses meet the expectations of the 4U courses, they 
receive Ontario credits. Along with over one million students worldwide, in May they write exams set by the 
College Board (U.S.) and earn AP grades distinct from their BSS marks. 
 
One of the advantages of the AP program is that students are free to select the number and kind of AP 
courses that they take. Some BSS students take as many as five or six, while others enrol in only one AP 
course. Courses are offered in 32 disciplines and, recently at BSS, exams have been taken in Biology, Calculus, 
Chemistry, English Language, English Literature, French Language, Spanish Language, Statistics, 
Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, Chinese Language and Human Geography. Other subjects are possible 
but depend on student interest. 
  
Among the other advantages offered by the AP program are the direction it may provide in the choice of 
university majors, and the opportunity to earn advanced standing and/or credit at university. Every Canadian 
university now has an AP policy in place a link to which can be found on the AP Canada website www.ap.ca.  
Earning advanced university credits allows students to have time to move into upper-level courses in their 
field of interest, pursue a double major, or study abroad. 
 
Most European universities, including those in Britain, value AP results when making admission decisions. 
Students applying to an American university, and particularly an Ivy League college, should be aware that the 
American schools may view the scores as significant in the admission process. Thus, AP courses completed in 
the Grade 11 year have a particular value with international applications. Enrolment in an AP course is also 
interpreted as a sign of serious academic commitment; college application forms and requests for teacher 
references ask that courses taken be designated as regular or enriched. 
 
AP courses also provide a way of honouring high academic achievement. A student receiving an average 
grade of 4 or higher on five or more exams is named as a Canada National Scholar. Those who achieve an 
average of 3.50 on all AP exams and grades of 3 or higher on five or more exams are awarded Scholar with 
Distinction. An average of 3.25 on all exams and grades of 3 or higher on four or more exams means the 
student receives the designation Scholar with Honour. Those who earn grades of 3 or higher on 3 or more 
exams are designated AP Scholars. The AP International Diploma is given to students applying to universities 
outside the US and Canada who have earned grades of three or higher on four or more AP exams within 
three of five specified academic areas. 
 
Students considering taking one or more AP courses or exams should begin by consulting with their subject 
teacher, a student services counsellor, and the AP bulletin board for related information. Those wishing to 
pursue an extensive AP program need to consult with the AP Team Leader, Ms. Barclay 
(SBarclay@bss.on.ca). 
 
AP courses are indicated with ôIõ at the end of the subject code, for example ôENG4UIõ. 
 
All AP courses require the subject teacherõs signature on the studentõs Course Selection Form, 
indicating Departmental approval. 

http://www.ap.ca/
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Girls can embrace lifeé 
educating the whole student 

 
 Active Living and Overall Well-Being: 

 Health and Physical Education and Co-Curricular Activities 
 
The philosophy of the Physical Education Department is one that promotes active living and overall wellness. 
The students are introduced to a wide variety of indoor and outdoor sports as well as fitness, strength training 
and outdoor experiential education pursuits.  The students also take part in a health curriculum, focused not 
only on knowledge, but also on problem-solving and decision-making skills to assist them in making healthy, 
wise choices. Through the studentsõ participation in physical education classes, they learn to interact positively 
in a group setting, and work on further developing their leadership skills. Students are encouraged to become 
involved in the many co-curricular activities offered here at the School. These activities provide one of the 
most positive and effective ways to build on the teamwork and leadership skills being developed in the 
curriculum.  
 

 Outdoor and Experiential Education Program 
 
The Bishop Strachan School offers a diverse Outdoor Education (OE) curriculum for students in Grades 7 to 
12. Building on the Grade 4-6 program in the Junior School, the activities and programs for students in the 
Senior School vary from residential all-grade experiences to small expeditionary trips to Algonquin Park and 
Temagami. Throughout Grades 7 to 9, students participate with their classmates in three outdoor education 
experiences that are different in structure, location and season. All of these experiences have been created 
with educational objectives at the forefront to enhance, enrich and fulfill the curriculum. 
  
Grade 7 Make Peace with Winter - The Haliburton Forest, Ontario 
  
This cross-curricular program for students in Grade 7 takes place at the Haliburton Forest and Wolf Centre 
in the Haliburton Highlands, northeast of Toronto. For three days in late February or early March, students 
are involved in a program that includes snowshoeing, dogsledding, team building, cooperative games, service 
learning and visiting the Wolf Centre. The program is planned and implemented by the Grade 7 teachers 
partnering with the Haliburton Forest staff. The goal is to enrich and support their existing curriculum in a 
wide variety of subject areas. 
  
Grade 8 ð Environmental Stewardship 
  
The Grade 8 Outdoor Education trip is informed by the ôNatural Curiosity Modelõ, that states effective 
Environmental Education is integrated, experiential, inquiry-based and includes an Environmental 
Stewardship project. Students will work alongside local experts to learn more about the environment they will 
explore and study. They will be camping, sleeping in tents, cooking some of their meals over an open fire and 
participating in an environmental service project. This trip takes place in the late spring (early June) and 
therefore takes on a ôCelebratoryõ flavour for the students and their teachers. This trip gives students the 
opportunity to consolidate their learning over the year through a culminating interdisciplinary study project.   
 
Grade 9 - Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition 
 
Grade 9 Outdoor Education involves students participating in a range of expeditionary learning opportunities 
and allows them to choose a new challenge or adventure that will complement their skills and level of 
experience. At three different times throughout the school year the Outdoor Education Director will offer 
very different trips based on a student survey that is given at the end of Grade 8. The OE experience is one 
of three activities that all Grade 9 students will be involved in on a rotational basis which also include a 
Service Learning project and an Interdisciplinary research study.    
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 Service Learning  

 
Service Learning is a significant way for BSS girls to learn the importance of volunteerism, form an awareness 
of the needs of others and work towards improving our local and global communities. Service learning builds 
partnerships between young people and the broader community. Our students learn and develop through 
active participation in organized service experiences that meet community needs. The Service Learning 
Student Council and faculty members promote both short-term and long-term volunteer opportunities 
throughout the year and work hard to ensure that these opportunities are posted for students and advertised 
around the School.  Students are encouraged to check the Service Learning Blackboard course on a regular 
basis to keep informed about current and upcoming volunteer opportunities. There are numerous volunteer 
events organized through the School; however, students are also encouraged to research independent 
volunteer opportunities in their own community. In Grades 9 to 12, students record their hours on BSS 
Service Learning Record forms, which provides them with an opportunity to reflect on their 
experiences. Information is also posted on the Service Learning bulletin board outside the Service Learning 
office and on The Thread. Students may also want to book an appointment with the Director of Service 
Learning or connect with the Service Learning Prefect or House coordinator to discuss possible volunteer 
opportunities that suit their personal interests and skill set.  Brochures are also available in the Service 
Learning Office for students to browse through for ideas. 
  
Note:  In accordance with Ministry of Education requirements, all students in Grades 9 to 12 must complete 
a minimum of 40 hours of service work in order to graduate. 
  
There are further opportunities for Service Learning in Grades 7 and 8 being developed. Students are 
encouraged to work towards achieving the Statten (Grade7) and Northway (Grade 8) Outdoor Education 
Awards, which include a service learning component.   
 

 Religious Education  
 
At BSS, we are proud of our tradition of working to develop the whole person. A vitally important part of 
this is the development of spiritual life. Twice-weekly Chapel services provide opportunity for the community 
to gather together, to start the day on a positive, productive tone, and celebrate the studentsõ achievements 
and our life in the community. 
  
Named after the first Anglican Bishop of Toronto, BSS finds its spiritual roots historically in the Anglican 
Church of Canada. These roots are important and are reflected in our worship services with their rich musical 
and ceremonial life, and also in the teaching we do. 
  
In addition to this history, we have another rich dimension to its spiritual life, since we are delighted to 
welcome people of all denominations and faiths. We honour these faith expressions, and will continue the 
challenging and exciting efforts to find language to dialogue across faith boundaries. We learn from each 
other and grow in our own faith in the process. What we discover is that the ultimate religious questions are 
common for all people - of all faiths or of no faith. 
  
The Chapel works closely with councils and committees, Prefects and House Heads to give a practical 
expression to the faith we talk about in more theoretical terms. We are increasingly finding ways to work with 
other departments where this is common purposed in our subjects ð a very fulfilling development. Our 
intention is that spirituality be discovered and cultivated in this community setting. 
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òThe more you read, the more you know!ó 
 

 Learning Commons 
 
The Learning Commons creates an environment that addresses the needs of 21st century teaching and 
learning. It is both a physical and a virtual space. As a hub for new initiatives, it serves as a gateway into the 
vast world of information, exploration, learning, interactivity, creativity, and production. It is an essential 
element to the building of student literacies and of inquiry learning.  
 
The Learning Commons showcases the Schoolõs best teaching and learning practices.  It serves as a 
professional development centre where the whole BSS community can learn, experiment with, assess and 
adopt new ways of learning. It is a place where teachers and students can collaborate, design, build and 
implement learning activities. 
 
It exceeds the image of a physical space. Learning in this space is both collaborative and interactive, and 
continually occurs. The learning flows in multiple directions, from teacher to student, student to teacher, 
teacher to teacher, and more importantly, student to student.  Through the use of social networking tools, 
students can move beyond the walls of BSS and engage in global learning. As a physical and virtual learning 
commons, it is a place for learning to occur individually and in large and small groups. 
 
The Learning Commons is also the experimental hub of the School. Both teachers and students can 
investigate new ways of learning and engage in professional development, information literacy, emerging 
literacies, and technological investigations. Access the Learning Commons through the Academic Resources 
link on The Thread at www.thethread.bss.on.ca or through the Learning Commons course via Blackboard at 
www.blackboard.bss.on.ca.  

 

 

http://www.thethread.bss.on.ca/
http://www.blackboard.bss.on.ca/
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Year-round learning opportunities é 
 

 BSS Summer Academy  
 
BSS offers a co-educational summer school program in July. Taught by experienced and committed teachers, 
the courses at the same high standard as those offered in the full-year program. Interested students are 
encouraged to consult with their Student Services Counsellor to determine the suitability of this option. See 
the table below for a complete list of 2012 Summer Academy courses. 
 

 BSS Summer Skills Programs 
 
Summer Skills programs in English, Math and French are available in July and August.  These one-week non-
credit programs consist of practical activities and review exercises and ample opportunities for feedback from 
the teacher.  The programs provide a great opportunity for students to brush up on their core skills before 
entering their course. See pages 8 to 9 for more information about these programs. 
 

 BSS Summer Enrichment Programs 
 
Summer Enrichment programs in English and Math are available in August.  These one-week, non-credit 
programs provide students with an opportunity to further explore their interests and talents. More detailed 
program descriptions can be found on page 9. 

 
 

BSS SUMMER ACADEMY 2012 
Courses Offered at BSS from July 2 to July 27, 2012 
8:30 to 2:45 pm daily, 2:45 to 3:15 pm tutorial daily 

 

DEPARTMENT GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

ENGLISH   ENG3U ENG4U 

SCIENCE 
 
 

 SNC2D SBI3U 
SCH3U 
SPH3U 

 

SBI4U 
SCH4U 
SPH4U 

MATH 
 

MPM1D 
 

MPM2D MCR3U MDM4U 
MHF4U 

 

CDN, BUSINESS 
and WORLD 

STUDIES 

 CHC2D 
 
 

 
 

 

ONLINE    
 

HSP3Me 
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SUMMER SKILLS AND  
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 2012 

Courses Offered at BSS in July and August, 2012 
8:30 to 2:45 pm daily, 2:45 to 3:15 pm tutorial daily 

 
Summer Skills programs in English, Math and French are available in July and August.  These one-week, non-
credit programs consist of practical activities and review exercises and ample opportunities for feedback from 
the teacher.  The programs provide a great opportunity for students to brush up on their core skills before 
entering their next course. More detailed program descriptions follow on the next page. 
 
Summer Enrichment programs in English and Math are also available in August.  These one-week, non-credit 
programs provide students with an opportunity to further explore their interests and talents. More detailed 
program descriptions follow on the next page. 

 

 
Math, English and French Skills and Enrichment Programs 
 
July 2 to 6:  Math Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 Math) 
 
July 9 to 13:  Math Foundation Skills (for students entering Grade 10 or 11 Math) 
  English Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 English) 
 
July 16 to 20: French Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 French) 
 
August 20 to 24: Math Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 Math) 
  Math Foundation Skills (for students entering Grade 10 or 11 Math) 
  English Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 English) 
  French Essential Skills (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 French) 

Math Enrichment (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 Math) 
  English Enrichment (for students entering Grade 8 or 9 English) 

 
 

Summer Skills Programs 
 
MATH  
 
Essential Skills This program covers material from the Grade 7 and 8 Ontario curriculum and is 

designed for those who would benefit from a review of some of the essential math 
skills such as: order of operations, integers, fractions, rates/ratio/percent, linear 
relationships. 

 
Foundation Skills This program reviews material from MPM1D and MPM2D.   It is comprised mainly 

of an intensive review of algebra.  Topics include: Linear functions, Quadratic 
functions, Systems of equations, Graphing, Factoring. 

 
ENGLISH  
 
Essential Skills -  This program focuses on critical writing and oral communication skills from the 

Grades 7 and 8 curriculum and is designed for students who would benefit from a 
review and further development. 
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FRENCH  
 
Essential Skills -  This program focuses on developing skills that will build independence in 

understanding and acquiring new vocabulary and language concepts.  A review of 
the main concepts of the Grades 7 and 8 curriculum is the focal point for the 
program. 

 

 

Summer Enrichment Programs 
 
MATH  
 

Enrichment  Think you have what it takes to become a mathlete? This program is devoted to 
solving problems and exploring unique approaches and techniques to conquer even 
the most challenging of problems.   Students will participate in interactive labs and 
hands on activities to explore how mathematics shapes the world around us.   The 
session is intended for students entering Grade 8 or 9 in the fall who have a passion 
for all things math. 

 
ENGLISH  
 
Enrichment Like to write?  Love to be creative?  Interested in current events?  This program 

provides students with an opportunity to combine their passion for reading and 
writing with an interest in global issues.  This session is for students entering Grade 
8 or 9 in the fall. 

 
Summer Academy Courses, Summer Skills Programs and Summer Enrichment Programs will run based on 
enrolment numbers.  There are additional tuition fees for summer courses and programs at BSS.  Please 
contact Ms. Mays at ext. 1165 for more information.  
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Supporting Student Success 

 
BSS prides itself on the ability to foster a sense of community and support for all students. 

 
 Student Services 

 
Girls need to feel supported, especially as they navigate through the choices and decisions that will affect their 
futures. 
  
The Student Services department is a student-centred and solution focused team that supports each individual 
member of our diverse community through a comprehensive program of curricular classes, guest speakers, 
information sessions, and counselling services. We endeavour to teach students the value of self-management 
and healthy decision-making respecting the role they play in their academic, personal, and post-secondary 
planning. 
  
When it comes to choosing a university and finding the right fit, we have a library of information and host 
over fifty university representative visits each year.  BSS counsellors travel to get a first-hand look at the 
programs offered so they can be up-to-date with the vast choices girls have to make, whether itõs in Canada, 
the U.S., or internationally. 
  
Student Services also aims to provide students with support for academic and personal growth. By assisting 
students in building independence, we help build the foundation that will enable them to make informed 
choices from a personal, academic and post secondary perspective. 
  
Many factors can affect studentsõ well-being and their ability to keep up with their academic responsibilities. 
The Student Services department at BSS is designed to help students learn about themselves, identify their 
interests, and take direct, responsible action to build life long competencies while enjoying their experience at 
BSS. 
 
Academic counselling begins in Grade 7 and continues until the end of Grade 12.  Through regular meetings 
with their counsellor, students are supported along their individual paths in achieving classroom and academic 
success. 
  
Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
 
Whether itõs help with organization, time management, study skills, and specific-subject support, or special 
support or enrichment needs, our learning resource teachers are there to scaffold our students as they 
progress on their academic journeys. 
  
BSS has established a Learning Resource Centre (LRC) designed to provide support for all students, 
specifically those who have a Ministry approved IEP.  The centre is a quiet space in the School that 
specializes in learning strategies, time management and organization. Ultimately, it is the goal of the LRC to 
foster independence through strategy-based teaching and specifically to support and facilitate 
accommodations for students with an IEP. Such students are supported by assistive technology, language 
support and skills based workshops. The LRC is led by two Learning Resource Teachers and supported by 
teachers from various subject backgrounds in order to maintain a cross-curricular support system.  Extra help 
is offered through a peer-tutoring program on a drop-in basis. 
  
The Senior School has a dedicated staff of learning resource teachers to provide our students with the tools 
and skills they need to reach their potential. Below are just some of the ways our learning resource specialists 
help our students: 
Å work with subject teachers to address a studentõs learning obstacles; 
Å help plan student transitions; 
Å develop and implement programs for students with learning disabilities; 
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Å apply assistive technology; and 
Å understand and work with students with social and emotional difficulties. 
  
Individual Support and Extra Help for Students 
  
Part of the BSS program is the support provided by teachers when students seek further clarification; ask 
questions or require added reinforcement of concepts. Departments offer group extra help sessions regularly 
and periodically teachers will schedule an individual session upon request.  If a student requires consistent, 
individual extra help the teacher will consult with the student services counsellor and parents for suggestions 
and next steps. Students who have missed work are also encouraged to attend the departmental sessions. It is 
the studentõs responsibility to indicate if she is having difficulty and keep scheduled appointment times. 
Teachers may also request that a student attend extra help sessions, or a teacher may advise parents when a 
student requires extra tutoring outside of school, at the parentsõ expense.  The Learning Resource Centre aims 
to provide a learning environment to meet the needs of and encourages success for all students in helping 
them meet their academic potential. 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
  
BSS offers English as a Second Language (ESL) support for students. The foundation ESL course has been 
specially designed to prepare students for success in later courses in the Senior School, as well as college and 
university preparation. Students will develop the reading, writing, and oral presentation skills required for 
success in all subjects. They study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts, develop oral communication 
skills through participation in informal debates and seminars, and extend their range of research skills. 
  
Students also have many opportunities to build confidence in their oral English skills in informal discussions 
and activities as well as formal presentations. 
 

 Teacher Advisor Program  
 
Teacher Advisory Group (TAG) provides students with additional support in Grades 7 to 12 and is based on 
community building, mindfulness, nurture and empathy. The program is designed to provide support to a 
small group of students, allowing them to grow and mature in a positive manner while developing key skills 
that will remain with them through life. Students meet weekly with their group, which consists of one or two 
advisors and eight to ten other students from their grade and house. This advisory program encourages 
students to work collaboratively in a group and the advisorõs role is to be a caring adult who guides them 
through their social, emotional and academic development over time. TAG enhances the studentõs 
interpersonal and intrapersonal skills by fostering self-awareness, through meaningful discussions and 
activities. This program allows for students and faculty to grow in a supportive relationship for the duration 
of their years together as the students evaluate their goals and their growth.  TAG advisors are there to 
support this growth so that it is positive, reflective and nurturing. 
 
Another important component of the TAG program is the individual monitoring of students by the TAG 
advisor. TAG advisors remain with the students for their entire senior school career, ensuring that they 
develop a strong bond and have a good understanding of their adviseesõ progress. Contact with people such 
as subject teachers, student servicesõ counsellors, residence staff, coaches and parents, as well as regular 
individual meetings with the students, assist the advisors in helping the students meet their individual goals 
and experience success during their time at BSS.  The TAG program provides important links with teachers 
and instils in students a sense of pride and appreciation of their accomplishments over their careers at BSS. 
 
 

Girls can go to university anywhereé 
 

Support for University Entrance 
  
University requirements change from year to year, which is why both students and their parents are 
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encouraged to consult the Student Services department with any questions, concerns, requests, or help 
needed in accessing information.  A comprehensive Grade 11 and 12 student university guide is available on 
The Thread and through Naviance. 
  
Naviance is a post-secondary counselling web-based tool.  It is a state-of-the art program that helps students 
research careers and universities, communicate with schools and explore their interests all at the touch of a 
button. These systems also contain a variety of counsellor driven tools that aid in record keeping, analysis and 
communication. 
  
The Student Services department also invites Grade 11 students to multiple university representative visits, 
university fairs and even field trips to university campuses around Ontario with the hope that students are 
able to develop a shortlist by fall of their Grade 12 year.   
  
Further details on application procedures are discussed in lunch sessions and additional information can be 
found in the guide on The Thread under Student Services and Naviance. 
  
Ontario Universities: Ontario universities require six 4U/M level courses including ENG4U. Unfortunately, 
it is not possible to list the varying requirements for Arts, Science, Business, and other options, across the 
province. However, Grade 11 and 12 students are given a copy of the eINFO newsletter which is a 
companion guide to the eINFO website.  The website (www.electronicinfo.ca) provides information about 
Ontario university programs, admission requirements and additional resources.  eINFO is a good starting 
point for researching university options and requirements. 
  
Other Canadian Universities: Admission requirements and application dates for universities outside 
Ontario vary considerably from year to year. Printed material can be found in the Student Services Office. 
Once again, university websites offer the most current information and, in most cases, the applications are on 
these sites, allowing students to apply with ease. 
  
American Universities: The application process for American universities is long and complex. Most ask for 
SAT scores, essays written by the applicant, teacher references and a Secondary School Report. Because the 
process is more involved and the choice of schools so vast, students should meet with their counsellors to 
develop their plans well before their graduating year. 
  
British Universities: Applications for British schools are submitted online. In most cases, students may 
apply to five programs/schools. Further details are discussed in optional lunch meetings and information is 
also posted to The Thread. 
  
 

http://www.electronicinfo.ca/
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Girls can leadéexploring leadership 
 

The teaching of leadership skills and development of good leaders is an important 
part of the learning experience at BSS. There are a multitude of opportunities, 

both formal and informal, which encourage and nurture leadership skills in our students. 
 
Our Student Leadership Mission Statement: 
 
òAt BSS, we provide a spectrum of meaningful opportunities so that each girl can realize her own leadership 
potential.ó As a school, BSS is committed to providing an environment that is conducive to leadership 
development. Students do not need to have a formal position to develop leadership skills at BSS. Whether it 
be in classroom activities, on the sports field, while on an overseas exchange or in their day-to-day dealings 
with one another and faculty, girls are encouraged to develop those qualities that make a good leader and a 
good citizen: integrity, initiative, responsibility, inclusivity, self-awareness, organization, confidence and a 
positive approach to problem-solving. 
 
In Grades 7 and 8, students are given the opportunity to take on a leadership role through participation in the 
Middle School Leadership Council.  This program provides opportunities for Middle School Students to 
begin see the experience a leadership role in the School and provides an excellent foundation for the formal 
Senior School leadership positions. 
 
At BSS, we believe that: 

 students of all ages are highly capable of leading within our school community; 

 students can demonstrate leadership with or without a formal position, and all leaders are valuable and 
accountable to the community; 

 leaders are good citizens, role models and mentors; 

 demonstrating initiative is a key component of leadership; 

 a variety of authentic opportunities should be offered to students in all grades so that they may grow as 
leaders; 

 different leadership styles all contribute to purposeful and meaningful actions in our community; 

 those in formal leadership roles should be selected based on their talents, skills, experience, and the 
support of the school community; 

 leadership can be developed with training and support; 

 our school community has a responsibility to assist all students in recognizing their own leadership 
potential in formal and informal situations. 

 

 Formal Leadership Positions 
 
Many girls develop their leadership potential through formal positions in the day and boarding schools such 
as Prefect, House Head, Middle School Form Advisor, Student Life Council member, Boarding Life Council 
member, Club Head, House Coordinator or Ambassador. These positions allow the girls to hone such skills 
as project management, public speaking, time management, effective communication, teamwork and 
collaboration, while building their self-confidence. Each student in a formal leadership position attends 
training sessions and also works closely with a faculty advisor who helps the student to evaluate her progress 
and build upon her strengths so she can further develop as a leader throughout the year. 
 
The majority of student leaders are selected each spring for the following school year though a few positions 
are left open to be filled by students new to the School the following September. The selection process places 
emphasis on students reflecting on their skills, talents and interests, and then matching them with specific 
formal leadership positions. 
 

 Student Leader Eligibility* 
 
In order to be eligible for a Grade 11 or 12 student leadership position (Prefect, House Head or Form 
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Advisor), a student must: 

 be taking a course load of at least eight credit courses in Grade 10 and seven full credit courses in Grade 
11; 

 be presently maintaining an average of not less than 70%; (as determined on February report); 

 be registered for at least five courses in her graduating year; 

 be re-registered for the following year with school accounts in good standing; 

 be maintaining regular attendance in House, Chapel and class ð more than approximately 20% non-
school sanctioned morning absences/lates may result in the student not being considered for a position; 

 have received no suspensions or other serious disciplinary actions in her Grade 10 or 11 year; 

 should have recent and specific experience relevant to the position(s) for which she is applying; 

 have completed 75% (30 hours) of the required community service hours before assuming a Prefect, 
House Head or Form Advisor role, should they be selected. 

 
In order to be eligible for any formal student leadership role in Grades 9 through 12, a student must: 

 be re-registered for the following year with school accounts in good standing; 

 be maintaining regular attendance in House, Chapel and class ð more than approximately 20% non-
school sanctioned morning absences/lates may result in the student not being considered for a position; 

 have received no suspensions or other serious disciplinary actions in the year which she is applying. 
 
* Any changes to the requirements will be publicized to the students and posted on Blackboard. 

 
 External Leadership Development Opportunities 

 
Opportunities exist outside the School for more specialized leadership training. The Prefects are a part of the 
Conference of Single Sex Schools of Toronto Student Leadership Program, which holds skill development 
and issues-based workshops throughout the year. The program also allows our students to learn from other 
bright and motivated young leaders from other independent schools.  
 
Leadership development opportunities in Toronto, across Canada and around the world are advertised 
throughout the year on Blackboard. Each year, BSS students attend leadership development conferences 
organized by such groups as the Forum for Young Canadians, Queenõs University and Pearson College.  
 

 Student Leadership Development Committee 
 
The Student Leadership Development Committee was formed in 1999 to advise administration on strategic 
direction in terms of student leadership. The committee is composed of representatives from the Senior 
School student body, the faculty, the administration and the parent body. This committee plays a very 
important role in improving our student leadership development program to ensure that it meets the needs of 
students and the wider school community. 
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Girls can explore their intellecté 
policy and program 

 
The BSS Course of Study reflects the curriculum as mandated by the Ontario Ministry of Education. BSS 
courses meet Ministry of Education expectations as a minimum. Ministry course descriptions are available on 
pages 45 to 59. Students in Grade 7 and 8 will experience course content designed to provide a seamless 
transition from elementary to secondary school. 
 

 Diploma Requirements (Students in Grades 9 to 12) 
 
An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) requires 30 credits of 110 hours each. Of the 30 credits, 18 
credits are compulsory and must be attained from specific subject areas. The remaining 12 credits are elective 
meaning that students choose the subject areas of study. A credit is granted upon successful completion of a 
course scheduled for a minimum of 110 hours. As well, the OSSD mandates 40 hours of community 
involvement prior to graduation, and successful completion of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT), usually taken in Grade 10. 
 
30 credits (110 hours each) of which there are: 
 
18 compulsory credits: 

4 English (1 credit per grade) 
1 French as a second language 
3 Math (at least one credit in Grade 11 or 12) 
2 Science 
1 Canadian History 
1 Canadian Geography 
1 Arts 
1 Health and Physical Education 
0.5 Civics 
0.5 Career Studies 
 
Plus one credit from each of the following groups: 
*1 additional credit from Group 1 in English, or French as a second Language, or a Native language, or a 
Classical or an International language, Social Science and the Humanities or Canadian and World Studies 
or Guidance and Career Education, or Cooperative Education; 
*1 additional credit from Group 2 in Health and Physical Education, or Music, or Art, or Drama, or 
Dance or Business/Entrepreneurial Studies or Cooperative Education or French as a Second Language. 
*1 additional credit from Group 3 in Grade 11 or 12 Science or Grades 9 to 12 Technology or 
Cooperative Education or Computer Studies or French as a Second Language; 
 

Please note:  Only two French credits can be granted in these categories and one must be for Group 1 plus 
EITHER Group 2 or Group 3.   
Also, only two credits in Cooperative Education can be granted. 
 
12 elective (optional) credits 
Students may choose courses from subject areas of interest provided they have successfully attained the 
prerequisite (or equivalent level) course. 
 
University Requirements 
To qualify for university entrance, six of the 30 credits required for an OSS Diploma must be a combination 
of 4U or 4M (Grade 12 level) courses. In general, schools outside of Ontario will accept students when they 
have met the diploma requirements set for Ontario. Students are responsible for checking each universityõs 
program requirements to ensure they have the correct combination of 4U and 4M courses to submit an 
application. Details for the Ontario University program requirements can be found at www.electronicinfo.ca. 
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BSS Requirements 
Current Grade 9 and 10 students will be required to: 

ü Take one additional activity credit (Physical Education or Dance) after Grade 9 and before they 
graduate.  
Rationale:  It is important that girls continue to be active during the day at school as research on the 
brain indicates that this improves their ability to focus and learn.  As well, activity instils in the girls 
the value of leading a healthy and active lifestyle in future. We would encourage the girls to take this 
additional activity based course in Grade 10 or 11 when their class schedule is more full and this 
would provide greater balance in their daily schedule. 
 

ü Take French (FSF2D) or start a new language (Spanish LWSBD) or Mandarin (LKMADe or 
LKMBD) in Grade 10 
Rationale:  We are a bilingual country with a global focus and therefore the ability to communicate in 
a second language is both valuable and important.  In fact, for those students who wish to apply to 
U.S. universities there is a requirement to take a second language to program completion.  

 
BSS Requirements - All Students 
Compulsory Courses: 

ü Students will be required to take all of their compulsory courses at BSS in future (a list of compulsory 
courses is provided on page 21 of the Course of Study at http://bss.on.ca/cos).  Courses taken in the 
BSS Summer Academy and the CIS E-learning Consortium (online) qualify. 
Rationale: We have found that students are better prepared for the following yearõs rigorous program 
when courses are taken here at BSS. We are required to report to universities when courses are taken 
somewhere other than BSS and we have noted that universities are using this information in their 
decision making process.  Our research indicates that both independent and public schools have this 
norm and only make exceptions when the course is not offered or the school schedule does not 
allow a girl to take the course. Exceptions to this rule will only be granted on a case-by-case basis, 
approved by the Assistant Head, Senior School.  Finally, we are proud of our curriculum and faculty, 
and are assured of our success from graduate feedback. 

 Course Selection Process 
 
BSS is a university preparatory school with a rigorous program and an excellent reputation among post-
secondary institutions.  Thus, the following course loads are the expectations of full-time students at each 
grade level.  Students who wish to be considered for an alternate course load must seek the approval of the 
Assistant Head, Senior School prior to making any alternative arrangements. 

 Grade 9 and 10 students must enroll in and maintain 8 full credit courses 

 Grade 11 students must enroll in and maintain a minimum of 7 full credit courses* 

 Grade 12 students must enroll in and maintain a minimum of 5 full credit courses* 
*Grade 11 and 12 students must enroll in enough courses to ensure they have the 30 credits required to 
graduate from BSS with an OSS Diploma (these should include university program prerequisites). This 
usually means taking 7 courses in Grade 11 and 7 courses in Grade 12 if the student was new to BSS in Grade 
9 or 10 with no prior Ontario credits and does not take any additional credits outside of the regular BSS 
schedule. Students new to Grade 12 from outside of Ontario must take 7 credits. 
 
Note to students: Courses to be offered are dependent upon sufficient enrolment and those courses with insufficient enrolment 
will not be offered. You must choose your courses carefully.  The number of courses you sign up for 
during course selection must be the same number of courses you carry on with in September.  You 
can change courses, but not reduce your course load. 
 

 Substitutions for Compulsory Courses 
 
In order to allow flexibility in designing a studentõs program, substitutions may be made for a limited number 
of compulsory credits. A substitution credit means that the student does not have to take one of the 18 
credits from the Ministryõs compulsory credit list. For example, students coming to BSS with no background 
in French may not be required to take the one compulsory French credit. It might be replaced with another 
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course such as an alternate language. The decision to make a substitution should be made only if the studentõs 
educational interests are best served by such a substitution. The Assistant Head, Senior School upon 
recommendation from the Vice Principal, Academic Administration, may replace up to three courses from 
the remainder of those that meet the compulsory credit requirements. The decision will be made in 
consultation with parents and appropriate school staff. Each substitution will be noted on the studentõs 
Ontario Student Transcript. 
 

 Prerequisites 
 
Students may take a course at any grade level provided they have successfully completed the prerequisite 
course or have been granted an equivalency credit for the prerequisite (page 21). 
 

 Process for Waiving Prerequisites 
 
A course prerequisite may be waived if it is determined that the student meets the required course criteria. 
Each request to waive a course prerequisite will be considered on an individual basis. The process involves 
consultation with the appropriate Department Head and Student Services Counsellor. Approval for waiving 
prerequisites is granted by the Assistant Head, Senior School. 
 

 Types of Courses (see pages 20 and 21 for a visual explanation of the material below.) 

 
All BSS courses will allow students to prepare for university programs and related careers. 
 
BSS offers the following types of courses:  
òDó: academic courses (Grade 9 and 10) 
òUó: university destination courses (Grade 11 and 12) 
òMó: university/college destination courses (Grade 11 and 12) 
òCó: college destination courses 
òOó: open courses (Grades 9 to 12) 
 
Grade 9 and 10 Academic courses (D in the fifth position of the course code) focus on the essential concepts of 
the discipline and explore related concepts. These courses develop studentsõ knowledge and skills by 
emphasizing theoretical, abstract applications of the essential concepts and incorporating practical 
applications as appropriate. 
 
Grade 11 and 12 courses are offered as four types: University, University/College, College, and Open. 
 
University Preparation Courses (U in the fifth position of the course code) focus on the skills and knowledge 
needed to prepare students to meet entrance requirements for university. 
 
University/ College Preparation Courses (M in the fifth position of the course code) focus on content that is 
relative for both university and college programs. 
 
College Preparation Courses (C in the fifth position of the course code) focus on knowledge and skills to meet 
entrance requirements for most college programs. 
 
Open Courses Grades 9 to 12 (O in the fifth position of the course code) are designed to prepare students for 
further study in certain areas and to enrich their education generally.  
 
Senior Level Courses are courses that designate a year 3 (Grade 11) or year 4 (Grade 12) course.  
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Grade Level of Courses: 
The grade level of each course offered is indicated in the course by referring to the letter or number in the fourth 
position of the code. 
  
Number    Letter (Languages only) 
 1 = Grade 9   A = Level 1 
 2 = Grade 10  B = Level 2 
 3 = Grade 11  C = Level 3 
 4 = Grade 12  D = Level 4 
 
BSS offers Advanced Placement (AP), Intensive/Comprehensive, BSS Summer online and CIS elearning 
consortium courses in many areas. These courses are identified with a 6th letter in the course code: 

* AP = òIó 
* Comprehensive/Intensive = òNó 
* CIS ELC = òeó 
*   BSS Summer online = òoó 

 
 Explanation of Ministry Codes 

 
Codes are composed of letters and/or numbers that have meaning, depending on the position they take 
within the sequence. Refer to the table below for an explanation of how to interpret the course codes. 
 

 
 
Course 
code 

The first 3 letters 
in the course 
code represent 
the subject area 

The letter or number in 
the 4th position of the 
code represents the 
grade or language level 

The letter in the 5th 
position of the 
code indicates the 
course type 

A letter in the 6th position 
of the code indicates 
program differentiation or 
focus 

ENG3UI  ENG  
Subject: English 

3 
Grade: 11 

U = 
university 

I  = AP 
Advanced Placement 

FSF1DN FSF 
Subject: French 

1 
Grade: 9 

D = 
academic 

N  = Intensive 

LWSCU LWS 
Subject: Spanish 

C 
Language: level 3 

U = 
university 

n/a 

SBI3UC SBI 
Subject:Biology 

3 
Grade: 11 

U = 
university 

C = Coop 

HSB4Me HSB 
Subject: 
Humanities 

4 
Grade: 12 

M=  
University/college 

e= ELC (CIS elearning 
consortium online) 
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Understanding Course Codes and Descriptions 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first three characters indicate the course title. In this case 
 

SBI = Biology 

Course Descriptors are organized in this Course of Study document by major 
subject area. The first letter of the code indicates the subject area 

 
A = The Arts  M =Mathematics  
B = Business Studies   P= Health and Physical Ed. 
C = Canadian and World Studies  S = Science 
E = English, English as a Second Language T = Technological Ed. 
F = French   
G = Guidance and Career Education 
H = Social Sciences and Humanities 
 L = Classical and International Languages  

 
SBI 
 

 
4 

 
U 

 
I  

Grade 12 
BIOLOGY AP 

The fifth position 
indicates the course 

type: in this case 
 

U = University 

Course Type 
C = College 
D = Academic 
M = College or 
University 
O = Open 
U = University 

Course Descriptor 
 
SBI4UI 
Biology, Grade 12, 
University  
See description in 
Science section of 
the course of study 
document 

The fourth 
position indicates 

the grade or 
language level 

 
4 = Grade 12 

 

The sixth position indicates program 
differentiation or focus of the course. 

In this case 
 

I = Advanced Placement (AP) 

Program Differentiation 

 
e = ELC (online) 
o = BSS Summer online 
I= Advanced Placement 
N = Intensive 
C = Coop 

Grades 
 

1 = Grade 9 
2 = Grade 10 
3 = Grade 11 
4 = Grade 12 

 
Languages 

 
A = Level 1 
B = Level 2 
C = Level 3 
D = Level 4 
E = Level 5 

 

INTERPRETATION OF SAMPLE CODES  
 
MPM2D = Mathematics, Grade 10, academic 
FSF3UN = Core French, Grade11, university, intensive 
PPL10= Health Active Living Education, Grade 9, 
open 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR NEW STUDENTS  
FROM OUTSIDE ONTARIO  

 
The Equivalency Process ð granting credits 
The equivalency process is the process of granting credits to students from other jurisdictions outside of 
Ontario. In establishing equivalency for students who do not have Ontario credits, the Student Services 
Department will determine the number of credits, including compulsory credits, the student will be granted 
upon entrance to BSS. This will be based on assessment of prior academic records.  
 
For example, a student coming to BSS in Grade 11 whose academic records indicate that she has done a 
minimum of two years studying science at the high school level will be granted two compulsory science 
credits (Grades 9 and 10). This student would then be eligible to select any 3U (Grade 11) level science 
offered at BSS. 
 
Granted credits will show as Prior Learning Equivalent (PLE) on the Ontario Student Transcript (OST) with 
a mark of EQV. 
 
General Guidelines for granting credits (P.L.E.õs)* 

× Entering Grade 7, 8 or 9  Ÿ 0 credits; 0 community service hours granted 

× Entering Grade 10 Ÿ 8 credits; 0 community service hours granted 

× Entering Grade 11 Ÿ 16 credits; 20 community service hours granted 

× Entering Grade 12 Ÿ 23 credits; 30 community service hours granted 
* Each studentõs academic history will be reviewed carefully as exceptions do exist  
 
The Student Service Counsellors in the Student Services department will also determine the number of credits 
a student must earn, as well as other diploma requirements that the student must satisfy, in order to qualify 
for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 
 

 Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 
 
Students who transfer to BSS from outside Ontario are given "equivalent credits" and are granted the 
appropriate compulsory and elective credits upon examination of their records. The OST is the official 
student record and is maintained in the student's OSR (Ontario Student Record). 
 

 The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 
 
All students must successfully complete the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in order to 
earn a secondary school diploma. The test is normally written in the Grade 10 year. New Grade 11 and 12 
students from outside of Ontario will write the test in their first year at BSS. If students do not complete the 
test successfully, BSS will provide remedial assistance (at an additional charge) to help improve skills so that 
students are better prepared to retake the literacy test. 
 
Deferrals: Students who might benefit from a deferral of the test may include students who have not yet 
acquired the level of proficiency in English required for successfully completing the test. 
 
Successful completion of the test is recorded on the Ontario Student Transcript (OST). 
 
Note: for more detailed information on OSSLT, please see page 28. 
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OSS Diploma Requirements Planning Chart for completing 30 credits 
 

 Scheduling for compulsory credit courses and the grade/year at which they are generally completed at BSS are 
listed in the chart below with subject area and course code  
 

 The blank boxes in each grade column represent the number of spaces/course time slots available in a 
regular scheduled day for students to choose their remaining compulsory and elective courses required to 
obtain an OSS Diploma. Co-curricular and boarding courses extend the day beyond these time slots. 

 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

8 courses ð no spares  8 courses-no spares  7 courses ð 1 spare  7 courses ð 1 spare 

English ENG1D English ENG2D English ENG3U English ENG4U 

Mathematics MPM1D Mathematics MPM2D 
Mathematics MCR3U or 

MCF3M   

Science SNC1D Science SNC2D 

Science 
SBI3U or SCH3U or SPH3U 
or Technology Grade 9-12 

ICS3U 
or Cooperative Education 

COOP1 
or French as a Second 

Language   

French FSF1D Canadian History CHC2D     

Canadian Geography 
CGC1D 

Civics (.5 credit) CHV2O  
and Career Studies(.5 credit) 

GLC20         

Health and Physical 
Education PPL10 

An additional course in a 
second language required by 

BSS     

Art AVI2O or  
Dance ATC2O or  
Drama ADA2O  

Music AMI2O or AMS2O or 
AMU2OVorAMG2O 

TECH 

An additional activity based 
credit (PPL or ATC) required 

by BSS before graduation     

  Spare Period Spare Period 

 
How do I choose my courses? 
 
1. Review the courses offered in each subject area  
2. Students may choose any course provided they have successfully attained the prerequisite or have been 

granted equivalency for the prerequisite. See the equivalency section on page 21 of this document. 
 

ü students entering Grade 10 from outside Ontario  

 will typically be granted the 8 compulsory credits (PLE) for Grade 9 as per the OSS Diploma 
Planning Chart (above) based on an assessment of their academic history and records by their 
counsellor. 

 

ü students entering Grade 11 from outside Ontario 

 will typically be granted 12 compulsory credits (PLE) for Grade 9 and 10 as per the OSS 
Diploma Planning Chart (above) based on an assessment of their academic history and records 
by their counsellor. 

 The remaining 4 credits (PLE) to be granted may be designated as elective and/or compulsory 
credits depending on the studentõs academic history and records. 
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***  Civics (.5 credit) CHV2O and Career Studies (.5 credit) GLC20 must be taken in Grade 10 

Points to consider: 
o We recommend that new students interested in sciences take only 2 in their Grade 11 year and 

earn the additional science, if so interested, through a summer program. Usual combinations are 
Biology (SBI3U) and Chemistry (SCH3U) or Chemistry (SCH3U) and Physics (SPH3U) 

o Functions (MCR3U) is strongly recommended for Physics (SPH3U) 
o If you are planning on continuing in Science or Mathematics at university, then you must take 

Functions (MCR3U), Advanced Functions (MHF4U) and Calculus and Vectors (MCV4U) 
 

 Additional Credit Opportunities: 
 
There are many options to assist students with gaining additional credits and/or reducing the regular 
scheduled course load. 

  
Online Courses 
As an innovator in IT and a laptop school, BSS offers a number of online courses during the school year as 
well as in the summer. These courses are ideal for students who: 

 wish to increase their digital fluency skills in preparation for life and/or 

 want to pursue a credit that allows them to reach ahead in their studies and/or 

 wish to have the flexibility of time to work on their studies 
Further information can be found on pages 24-26 and 45-59 of this document. Course descriptions for online 
courses are listed under the various subject areas and designated by a course code ending with òeó (summer 
only) 
 
Courses for Boarders 
At BSS Boarding we have a comprehensive and well-respected curriculum that aims to develop studentsõ life 
skills, core spirit, global citizenship, and healthy choices. Consistent with the BSS culture of Powerful 
Learning, the curriculum is framed by the concepts - wellness, exploration, leadership and diversity (WELD). 
Students engage in collaborative activities based around these interdependent and mutually supportive 
concepts, and set personal expectations and goals for life beyond the classroom. These real-world challenges 
are designed and delivered by the Boarding Team and the student Boarding Council.  The four program 
organizers are also the main focus of the two (2) credit courses offered to Boarders after school hours.  All 
Grade 9 Boarders, as well as new Grade 10 Boarders, will be required to take HIF2OG Individual and Family 
Living. GPP3OG is a Leadership course that is also offered to Grade 10 ð Grade 12 Boarders. Further 
information and course descriptions for each of these courses can be found in the Guidance and Career areas 
of this document. 
 
*Some examples of the activities the girls participate in and the related learning outcomes include: 

Wellness Exploration Leadership Diversity 

Bootcamp Fitness: students 
participate in physical 
fitness activities to meet 
personal wellness targets. 
Learning outcomes of this 
activity include learning 
how to sustain a healthy, 
active life and to set 
individual fitness goals. 

  

Urban Adventure: students 
explore Toronto within a 
restricted time period by 
following different clues. 
The learning outcomes of 
this activity include their 
understanding of how to 
access a large city and how 
to work in teams. 
 

Community Standards Board: 
students have the 
opportunity to sit on the 
Board to make decisions 
about behaviours for 
effective community 
living. A learning outcome 
for this activity is ethical 
decision-making. 

Roommate Reflection: 
students reflect on their 
experiences in a 
community and decide on 
how to manage and 
celebrate their different 
approaches. A learning 
outcome of this activity is 
conflict resolution. 

 
The WELD concepts are explored through the Boarding social infrastructure described through ôFIGSõ 
(Family, Individual, Groupings and Social). The curriculum learning outcomes are developed from the 
intersection of WELD and FIGS. For example, when Exploration, a learning outcome for WELD intersects 
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with Family, activities are developed around the outcome of Team Work. The following diagram illustrates the 
curriculum framework set within the BSS culture of Powerful learning. 
 

 

The students set personal goals in collaboration with their vision and using the WELD framework. These 
goals are reviewed periodically throughout the year and assessed through interviews between the Family 
Advisor and student. The student goals are identified and measured in the report cards. (A Family Advisor is a 
boarding staff member who is appointed to each Family, which consists of 12-14 girls from various grades). 
  
Types of Courses (additional information) 
Students may take courses in any grade level, at any time, provided they have met the prerequisite 
requirements. There is a complete explanation of course types and codes on page 15 of this document. 
 
In an effort to ensure that new students are placed in the appropriate course level, particularly for Grade 11 
and Grade 12 Senior Level courses (courses with a 3 or 4/C or D in the fourth position of the course code) a placement 
test may be required prior to or upon arrival at BSS. 
 
Language levels: 

 French is taught as a second language, carrying over from elementary school and has 4 years of 
instruction (Grade 9 to 12) 

 Spanish and Mandarin languages have three levels. The first level offered at BSS in each of these 
subjects is taught at the beginner level. Students may elect to begin these courses in their Grade 9 
year. 

 
ESL ð English as a Second Language 
New students to BSS who have special needs in their first year of English studies will be required to take 
ESL. Students will be assessed and then placed in the appropriate level of ESL. This is a credit course and will 
count as 1 English course choice for scheduling and credit purposes. 
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    eLearning Consortium  
 

Appleby College, Bayview Glen School, The Bishop Strachan School, Elmwood School, Havergal College, 
Hillfield Strathallan College, Ridley College, Rosseau Lake College, Royal St. Georgeõs College, St. Andrewõs 
College, St. Clementõs School, St. Johnõs-Kilmarnock School, St. Mildredõs Lightbourn School, Trafalgar 
Castle School, Trinity College School and The York School. 

 
Information on Online Courses 

 
As a member of the CIS eLearning Consortium (ELC), we are pleased to be offering online courses for our 
students.  The CIS eLearning Consortium is a unique cooperative not-for-profit organization that provides 
exemplary online curriculum for the benefit of students in member schools. The CIS eLearning Consortiumõs 
mission is to provide exemplary online courses that offer best practices in online instruction and 21st Century 
skills, with a high level of student monitoring and support. ELC courses are open to students from any of the 
16 Consortium schools that are approved by their Site Administrator and Student Services.   
 
These online courses, similar to our other school courses, run from September to May with a final assessment 
in June.  Course teachers, who are experts in developing and teaching online courses, come from member 
schools and have taken the Ontario College of Teachers Additional Qualification course:  Teaching and 
Learning with eLearning through the University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT). Our online Site 
Administrator will communicate regularly with the online teachers and students to support student success, 
monitor progress, and report student grades. They are your resource if you have any problems with your 
online course. 

 
Student Information 

 
Why Take an Online Course? 

 You can participate in exciting and creative online courses that may not otherwise be offered by your 
school.  

 You can experience online education in preparation for University and the workplace where online 
education and training are prevalent.  

 Online learning provides flexibility of time and place as course material can be covered at various 
times during the day and at school or at home. 

 You have the opportunity to collaborate with students from other independent schools to develop 
and expand your critical thinking skills and work in a virtual classroom environment.   

 You will experience and use computer technologies, such as online discussion, multimedia, and Web 
2.0 tools such as blogs, wikis and virtual classrooms that enhance learning and develop your 
intellectual capacities. 

 You may find that learning online with technology suits your learning style. 
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What Online Courses Can I Take? 
 
The following 24 courses are available for selection for the 2012/2013 calendar year.  You will notice that 
they are also described in detail in the course descriptions in the Course of Study. 
 

Grade 9/10 

Civics  CHV20e                       
Career Studies  GLC20e               
Information and Communication Technology in Business BTT10/20e       

Grade 11 

American History CHA3Ue                                                                                                            
Communications Technology TGJ3Me 
Computer and Information Science ICS3Ue 
Environmental Science SVN3Me 
Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology HSP3Me 
International Languages, Mandarin Level 1 LKMADe 
World Religions HRT3Me 
 

Grade 12 

AP Mandarin Language and Culture Exam Preparation (non credit half course) APMLANGe 
AP Psychology (AP Preparation full year course) APPsyche 
Business Leadership  BOH4Me 
Canadian and World Law CLN4U 
Canadian and World Politics CPW4Ue 
Challenge and Change in Society HSB4Me  
Classical Civilization LVV4Ue 
Computer and Information Science ICS4Ue 
Data Management MDM4Ue 
Earth and Space Science SES4Ue 
Financial Securities (Interdisciplinary Course) IDC4Ue-FinSec 
International Business Fundamentals BBB4Me 
Philosophy: Questions and Theories HZT4Ue 
The Writer's Craft EWC4Ue 
 

*You can see a Demo ELC lesson by going to the following website: www.ciselc.com and clicking on the 
Demo Lesson tab. Login and Password are:  elc  

 

What Skills Do I Need to Take an Online Course? 
 
The following are some of the skills that will be helpful in being successful in an online course: 

 I enjoy working at the computer. 

 I have the time and am interested in taking an online course. 

 I have good reading and writing skills. 

 I can organize my work and can get my assignments in on time. 

 I like working independently and solving problems. 

 I enjoy collaborating online with other students. 

 I like to take responsibility for my work. 

 

http://www.ciselc.com/
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Who Can Take an Online Course? 

Any student from a Consortium school who has access to a computer and high speed internet, either at 
school or at home, and has been approved by their Site Administrator and Student Services Counsellor can 
take an online course. 
 
Where and when do I take my online course? 

Depending on the course you are taking, you may be timetabled into a classroom or other location in the 
School, or you may be given a spare and expected to complete your course in your free time during the 
school day or at home.  Be sure to check with your Site Administrator or Student Services Counselor to see 
where and when the online course you have selected will be offered. 

 
Do I get an Ontario Credit for my online course?  

Yes, all the Ontario credit online courses adhere to the Ontario Ministry of Education guidelines, and follow 
the standard policies for assessment and reporting.  Your final evaluation will occur at your school during 
your regular exam timetable in June.  AP Mandarin Preparation is a non-credit course.  

 
Do the marks for my online course go on my regular report card or to OUAC? 

You will get marks on your report card at the same time and in the same format as you do for your regular 
courses.  Your Site Administrator will work with the online teacher to monitor your progress and to gather 
marks at regular intervals that are then used for any school documentation such as report cards, OUAC, 
University letters of reference and so on. 

 
How many online courses can I take?   

Most schools recommend that students take only one or two online course per year, unless there are special 
circumstances.  Students must receive permission from the Schoolõs Site Administrator and Student Services 
to take an online course.  

 
Who do I contact if I have problems with my course or my computer? 

The School has established a Site Administrator to assist students with any problems with a course or the 
technology.  They are in constant contact with the online teacher, the Student Services Counsellors, and the 
IT Department.  You should contact your Site Administrator as soon as possible if you have any problems 
with the course, the teacher or your computer. 

 
Do I need any special software for my computer? 

Most courses will require you to have access to Microsoft Office or similar software.  Additional software is 
usually public domain that you can download onto your computer, and much of your work will be web-based 
using the Internet. Some specialty courses, such as Communications Technology require access to specialized 
software. In these cases, the School may be able to provide access for this software, or you can purchase it 
yourself for your laptop or home computer.  
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 Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) is the formal evaluation and credit-granting process 
whereby students may obtain credits for prior learning experiences. Students may have their knowledge and 
skills evaluated against the expectations outlined in the provincial curriculum. The PLAR process involves 
two components: equivalency and challenge. The equivalency process is the process of granting credits to 
students from other jurisdictions. The challenge process is the process of assessing a studentõs prior learning 
for the purpose of granting a Grade 10, 11 or 12 credit that is offered at BSS. There is a fee of $500 for 
students to challenge for a PLAR. 
 

 The Equivalency Process 
 
In establishing equivalency for students who do not have Ontario credits for placement purposes, the Student 
Services Department will determine the number of credits, including compulsory credits, that the student 
must earn, as well as other diploma requirements that the student must satisfy, in order to qualify for the 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 
 

 The Challenge Process 
 
Students are responsible for initiating the challenge process and for satisfying all of the course requirements. 
Application forms are available from the Student Services Office. Each application will be evaluated in 
consultation with the student, parents and the appropriate school staff to determine whether reasonable 
evidence for success exists, and whether the challenge should occur. Students may use materials or records of 
accomplishment earned outside the classroom as reasonable evidence of eligibility to challenge for a credit. 
 
Assessment and evaluation strategies for the challenge process must include formal tests (70% of the final 
mark) and a variety of other assessment strategies appropriate for the particular course (30% of the final 
mark). The formal tests must have a balance between written work and practical demonstration that is 
appropriate for the subject/discipline. Other assessment strategies may include evaluation of written 
assignments, demonstrations/performances, laboratory work, quizzes, and observation of student work. 
 

 Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 
 
The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) provides a common and consistent summary of a student's successful 
achievement in Ontario secondary school credit courses. It lists all Grade 9 and 10 credit courses in which a 
student has achieved a passing mark in an Ontario secondary school. The marks obtained for Grade 11 and 
12 courses, including failing marks, appear on the transcript. For Grade 9 and 10 courses, if a course is taken 
twice, only the higher mark is shown on the transcript. In all Grade 11 and 12 courses, the mark obtained 
appears on the OST unless the student has dropped the course within five days after the first report. 
 
Students who transfer to BSS from outside Ontario are given "equivalent credits" and are granted the 
appropriate compulsory credits upon examination of their records. 
 
The OST is the official student record and is maintained in the student's OSR (Ontario Student Record). 
 

 Ontario Student Record (OSR) 
 
The Ontario Student Record (OSR) is the official record of a studentõs educational progress while in Ontario 
schools. An OSR is established when a student enters an Ontario school and moves with the student as the 
student goes from school to school within Ontario. The OSR contains report cards, credits earned and other 
information important to the improvement of instruction of the student. 
 
The contents of the OSR may be examined by the student and/or the parents of a student who is not an 
adult, on request, with the assistance of the Head or designated administrator. 
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  Reporting to Parents 
 
Report cards at BSS are only one, among several, means used by teachers for reporting student achievement 
to parents. Communication with parents about their daughterõs progress is continuous throughout the year 
and includes, in addition to formal reports, parent-teacher conferences, interviews, telephone calls, informal 
reports, and samples of student work. 

 
  Course Outlines 

 
The Courses offered at BSS are briefly described in this document. Parents and students who wish to 
examine the detailed Course Outlines, may do so by accessing the Schoolõs internal website 
www.thethread.bss.on.ca under Academic Resources. 
 

 Assessment and Evaluation 
 
Ongoing changes to assessment and evaluation strategies at BSS reflect the latest research and current trends 
in teaching and learning.  To align our assessment and evaluation practices with those required by the Ontario 
Ministry of Education and Training, BSS follows the guidelines set forth in Growing Success; Assessment, 
Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools http://www.edu.gov.ca/eng/policy funding/success.html 
 
Principles 
At BSS, we believe that the goal of assessment and evaluation is to support and enhance student learning. 
Assessment is the continuous process of gathering and interpreting information about student learning. 
Evaluation involves using that information to make judgments about student achievement. Together, 
effective assessment and evaluation practices promote the development of a positive learning experience. At 
BSS, we seek to develop creative thinkers. As we encourage our students to become lifelong learners, 
effective assessment and evaluation strategies challenge them to reach their potential. Through assessment 
and evaluation processes, students, parents, and faculty work together to nurture positive self-concept and 
self-knowledge in each individual girl. 
 
Assessment and Evaluation at BSS: 

 recognizes that diverse student learning styles require a variety of assessment strategies. 

 states clear, realistic expectations in advance. 

 involves the student in the process of assessment and evaluation of her own achievements. 

 is an ongoing process, which includes assessments for learning and assessments of learning.  

 provides information for planning, implementing, and improving instruction, curriculum, and educational 
programs. 

 reflects instructional strategies and methods. 

 provides constructive, timely feedback to ensure each student is given clear directions for improvement. 

 forms the basis for communicating progress between the student, the parent, and the teacher. 

 prepares students for external formal evaluations. 

 The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 

All students must successfully complete the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test in order to earn a 
secondary school diploma. The test is normally written in the Grade 10 year and is based on the Ontario 
curriculum expectations for language and communication, particularly reading and writing, up to and 
including Grade 9. If students do not complete the test successfully, BSS will provide remedial assistance (at 
an additional charge) to help improve skills so that students are better prepared to retake the literacy test. 
Students who do not successfully complete the test after taking it twice, may take the Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Course (OSSLC) which is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-
curricular literacy skills that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test. Students who 
complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation. Students will 
read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, 
including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also maintain 

http://www.thethread.bss.on.ca/
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and manage a literacy portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of their writing. 
Once a student has successfully completed the literacy test, she may not retake the test. Successful completion 
of the test (or the OSSLC) is recorded on the OST.  

Accommodations: Accommodations will be made to ensure students with documented special needs have a 
fair and equal opportunity to successfully complete the literacy test. While accommodations such as 
alternative forms of print and extra time are acceptable, the actual content of the secondary school literacy 
test must not be altered. 
 
Deferrals: Students who might benefit from a deferral of the test may include students who have not yet 
acquired the level of proficiency in English required for successfully completing the test. If a parent requests a 
deferral, the School will determine whether or not a deferral should be granted and, if so, for what period of 
time. The School may also initiate consideration of a deferral in consultation with the parent. 
 

 Honour Roll/Proficiency Awards 
 
Students who achieve an overall average in June according to the following criteria are on the Honour Roll 
for that year. Grades 9 to 11 students will receive a proficiency pin in Chapel the following fall. Grade 12 
students will receive their proficiency pin at Graduation. 
Grades 9 to 11 average of at least 80% on all subjects taken at BSS in the academic school year. 
Grade 12 average of at least 80% (480 marks) on the best six credits for Grade 12 level courses 

completed, regardless of when or where they are taken. 
 

 Headõs List 
 
Students who achieve an overall average in June according to the following criteria are on the Headõs List for 
the year. They will have their names displayed and if they are in Grades 9 to 11 will be presented with their 
pin in Chapel the following fall. Grade 12 students will receive their pin at Graduation. 
Grades 9 to 11 average of at least 90% on all subjects taken at BSS in the academic school year 
Grade 12 average of at least 90% (540 marks) on the best six credits for Grade 12 level courses 

completed at BSS. 
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THE PERFORMING ARTS  
DANCE  
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THE PERFORMING ARTS  
DRAMATIC ARTS 
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THE PERFORMING ARTS  
MUSIC 
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VISUAL AND MEDIA ARTS  

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
     



 
BSS Course of Study 2012-2013  Page 34 

BUSINESS EDUCATION  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 


